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ZuTT^lafylO, 1939. fra* the Agon t t* Charge at A» 
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Vo^at greater detail the natters covered byhi* in hU 
c onvcrtaiion* ritfc **• > , 
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January 27, 1939 




Special Agent in Cbarf • 
San Francisco, California 


Dear Sir* 


In accordance aith the request contain** in /our ? 
latter to tue Bureau dated January 19, 1939, there ar* attach** 
hereto photographs of the following individual*! 

Arthur Barker, Alcatra* #26S .. / 

•Ulian Martin, Alcatra* #370 \f 
Rufus McCain, Alcatra* #267 
Henry Xoung, Alcatra* #244 
tale Steaphill, Alcatra* #433 

Those pictures are being foraarded to you in order 
that they nay be included in the albua retained in you r Office. 

tor/ truly your*. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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federal Bureau of Inn 
Ignited States department of jfusttre 

San Franc isco, California 
January 26, 1939 


^ I 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


RE: -ARTHUR £• BARKER alias 
DOC ^BARKER (Deceased) ETAL 
ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS, 


/ 7 

r ^ ovV 


References made to Los Angeles letter dated 
Jenuary 24, 1939 enclosing a letter and papers received by that 
office from MISS FRANCE^viELD, which is believed by the Los 
Angeles Office to have some connection' with the above entitled 
case. 

Our reading of this letter discloses that it 
is undoubtedly a letter written by someone in a Veterans* ^ 

Administration Horae, which is borne out by letter of reference 
stating Sawtelle is a Veterans* home near Los Angeles. There is 
nothing in the letter to indicate that it came from an inmate at 
Alcatraz, and further such a letter as this would not have been 
transmitted from Alcatraz, nor could a newspaper clipping have 
been sent from there since newspapers are not allowed on the 
Island for inmates. 

Letter of reference does not state how Miss HELD 
obtained these documents, whether or not she is reliable, whether 
they came to her in some regular or irregular maimer, end in view 
of the fact that it is my opinion this matter is not of importance 
regarding any phase of the investigation in connection with the most 
recent attempted escape from Alcatraz, despite the fact that there 
is /a j^hojtograph of the Island and a comment "From the window we will 
estate ^hortly*, no investigation will be conducted in this connection, 

» ‘ jf y w It is noted in the last paragraph of letter of 

reference that this office is requested to furnish the Bureau and 
Los Angeles Office immediately with photostatic copies of the documents 
/ enclosed, but in view of the fact that this matter will not receive 
investigative attention by us, it is suggested that the Bureau, when 
more important matters permit, have photostatic copies made forwarding 
them to the San Francisco and Los Angeles Offices so that the files 




will be complete. 

:Ja! CLQSCU. 


truly youri 
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Special Ag«rt in Charge 
Sin Trw cisco, California 


Jtear Sir* 


Reference li to your lot tor dated January 

26, 1939, in vfcieh you induced a letter sod paper* which, 
yeti received from the Lot Angola* Of f lot concerning 
inform t ion furnished by Kiss Frances Hold* 

In accordance with your request there are attached 
hereto two photos tatic copies of these doc wonts* The 
Los Angeles Office, to which copies of thie caoeunicatlon are 
also being directed, ia likewise being furnished with two 
photo* tatic copies of the doouoeats furnished that of flee by 
Mias Francos field* 


Tory truly yours. 



(• 
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five nurnseR. %-hos. — 
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Jtede ral Surratt of Inurstigatlon 

Suited States Bepartment of Bu*tlrr 

San Francisco, California 
January 26, 1939 

PERSONAL AND COmj 



Sir. Qc'ta Tama. 
Mr. Tracy 


Director, Mr. rr.cy 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, mi« omadr.- 

Washington, D. C. - 

6 0 

Dear Sir: RE: ARTHUR E. BARKER alias "DOC’* 

(DECEASED), ETAL. ESCAPED 
FEDERAL PRISONERS 

On January 23, 1939 Special Agents A. E. FARLAND 
end J. E. RICE, while at Alcatraz, conferred with Warden^frOENSTON 
and asked whether or not there had been any new developments since 
their last visit, and the Warden stated there had been none. This v ^ 
question was asked the Warden for the very purpose of seeing 
whether or not he would tell us what we already knew regarding $ 

certain things found in the search and shake-down which is still * 

continuing at Alcatraz. 

K\ 

I It was learned confidentially that during the 

J check-up that has been going on since the escape, five bars in the 
/Hospital were found to have been sawed. This information has come V, 
[to us from several confidential sources but the Warden has not seen » 

[ fit to tell us and we have not questioned him point-blank concern- . 

ing this discovery. Pfc 

I have also learned that it is the general opinion 
among the guards, with the exception of a few, that nothing will 3 

come of the investigation made by Mr. BENNETT, and their opinion is gj 

that the investigation is nothing more or less than a "white wash". £ 

! 

I have delayed in advising you this information t; 

developed because I had hoped to get something definite for you, £ 

and get corroboration if possible regarding this somewhat general r 

information, but to date I have not been able to substantiate these \ 

statements positively and wanted you to have the information we [j. 

have developed to date. I know thet you appreciate our position jS. 

in not being able to give you better corroborated infometion beceuee^j?f - 
these men will nay a few words and then refuse to say any more; they* P 
are afraid jSf Ifteir jobs, they know certain guards will go to higher 

/ I nvnnnmvn I __ >iy 
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Director Jan. 26, 1939 

P & C RE ARTHUR E. 

BARKER etal. 


authorities if it is ascertained they have furnished us in- 
formation, ell of which makes it difficult for us to substantiate, 
unless we are going in on a direct investigation. 

The investigation which we have been conducting 
at the reaues^oyjT^KlHKETT, looking to the possible connection 
of has not materialized, and a report will 

be submi^W^^^ ^^yas th e Los Angelea Office has completed its 
investigation California, but I wanted you to know 

that nothing of shown up. 

Undoubtedly the newspaper clippings have reached 
you by this time reflecting the criticism being directed at the 
administration of the Island^by city officials in San Francisco. 


Very truly yours, 



NJLP:MLA 
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COHtfNEfe’S' jufy urges t ifie Gov- " 
in ernment to find a "more suitable* 
l location ’ 1 than Alcatraz Island to 1m«, f 
; prison its worst murderers, kidnapers, * 
{ jail-breaking wizards, gangsters and * 
\ "income tax evaders.". • T 

f * As Coroner Leland says in behalf - 
! of San Franciscans, "We don’t like it 
i and we don't want It" — and we never 
/have. The inquest into the recent 
, escape plot shows Alcatraz is not “im- * 
pregnable" against the super-cun- * 
i hlng of the men caged there. The * 

: Hock is dynamite in our Bay! t * 

fe5tse.iSf^S32' 


^/SAN FRANCISCO NETS 

FORWARDED BY 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


- <w?r- J7 
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LOS AKQELES, CAU70BXU 
JAJTOART P8 # 1959 


Special Agent 
San Pronolaeo 


• ■ ■ -■ •' 

." o. atoto**, baro* eiua 

. :.-r ' V- 5 ?. ' •V i '_ * v>*“- -V" ' •doc" c Aahxbk Ue*#aied} 

r> •% vessel ■•-.?•, . •. ; . 0 *i~ 

V-C*»r 81rr?f ® hwH T»i«r«I Prt»on «r«. ‘ ■; 

'jr\ •>;, - " ' • " - ■ - _ T'.. 

r: ^ 03 v; ^ Reference it node to th* pornnol wad eonflAtU^^ 

;lett«rof /actuary 23, 1999* pertaining to tho whereebouta 
■HjM^O'^wrd ot ^leotrns* '•., v X ‘v 

> t Ob Jwu arr g6. 1939, SpooUl Agent 0> V* DXKISVogfa. 

’taoteAj 

^n^tt^proTl ou^natlifOoto^^ oallaga^Kiritod that to wo t well Ac- 
quainted vltb^HHHHHMboTU^ prorloualy roelded ot 
bo presently boo o brother living In 


Lifcrf- 


' ^HHHpBdTlood that ho eottld definitely ototo thot x fof<X 

HMfw. Dooggbo^6th # January Pnd on^January 15th* %'7o^ 

purlnfth e intervening tlnoa t flHH|VBtotod ho aawfljprovfei y". 
MHflpbut oould not fix an^partiouler htt^^o tho 10 othor < > : 

oooaalona* So a to tod ho did not believe thot J||HfluriJi^hy?eriod Jv> 
of tlno mentioned In tho roforonoo letter, m tw^roafl||H09r " 

any oxtondod rialt, but thot ho no y boro goat to ___ ,J 

theroobouta* XND2 JED 


XNiransD 

fcolgent P 


witn othor wfomotlodj oo&oernlng^m^, J FEB 2 1939 J 

••>'■' r BBBHMP *»« oontootod and 

, ho tav^HVwioa either Chrlatanoa Bay or that da y b e f uro , - an d thot~^ 

0 * for th^W^^hroo weeka, ho sow Kin oromd town o^^oweror^o^ot 
i) < ^ looat Tour or five tinea o weak, In oonpooy vl^ — - 

that ho la quite poa ltlvoflH^HHpwas&ot awoy > : . , 
mm^turinr tho tliree*week period, eTtbouetwTa observe ttona orX 
hlc were merely seeing bio around tho otreeta and with hi a brother. ^ 


Vsugee* tod to Agent PIKES t - tha t | 
a Tory reliable ond oould s&ftftly 



PAG* e 

SAC* SAK miCXSCO 


ARTHUR I* BARXJR 




eat DIERST . during the oenrersetio ns* requested 

tmt this Inquiry with utaost ooafi-^y' 
•no#, tod was assured tj noth that it ronld bn treated confidentially* 

•jg riw of the infonaation dare loee^b^e^nd tha 
toot only • mil town* and tb*t^||^H|^^ls wall : ; 

known In tCtooS unity* It was believed boat not to »»fce~Turther in- ' 
qulfy for four that it night booose known tha^an investigation was 
being conducted* and in a town the also o fHBi auoh lnfomjtlon^ 
would spread rapidly* Therefore* no furthermore! ti get ion 
will be eonduoted uni eat otherwlae requested by the offioe bf origlBv^ 

■ ; l + : - • ) • • ** 

The Los Angeles Offioe la presently carrying out the 
other loads requested in this ease* and euoh info res ti on will be re- 
ported in the near future* 
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Tery truly yours* 



TAL C. EDfitES /* r . 
Specie 1 Agent in Charge <v; 
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Jft. department of 3u*tic» 

^mrrni of ^Infiesitgaiimt 

San Franciaco, California 
January 20, 1939 
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// 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


Be: ARTHUR E. BARKER, with alias, 
Et A1 - ESCAPED FEDERAL 
PRISONERS 


Dear Sir: 


Nameu 
✓?AL Fs 


Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following: 

City, Police 
Arrest, or Other 
Number. 


I 


Cine, aliases) 


Approximate Date 
Fingerprints for- 
warded Bureau of 
Investigation. 


Fingerprint 

Classifica- 

tion. 


>ALE STAJOTILL^ 

X ° 

✓ARTHUR E. BARKER 
elies~ J D0C A? 

v^ILLIAL^MARTIN $ 

/ b 3 

l^fclRY YOUNG 
V^UFUS McCA^T 



Alcatraz peniten- 
tiary No* 435 -if 

Alcetrez Peniten- 
tiary No, 268 c 

Alcetrez Peniten- 
tiery No. 370 

RECORDED 
Alcatraz Penitan-^ 
tiery No. 244-“^ 

Alcetrez Peniten- 
tiary No. 262^-" 


%' W7* 




| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FEB 2 1939 

OF JUSTICE 


u s. ggg;» 



Very truly yours, 


K.J.L. PIPPER > 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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on January 13, 1939. These albums have been prepared at 
the telephonic request of the Director, 

It will be noted that we have changed the set-up In 
the books a little, attempting to Lake them more attractive. 
We have included in the album tli^map of the Island, which 
lie pertinent to the investigation of this case, and a 
photostatic copy of the cell blocks, which is the only 
j^Iiagram we have, the original having been forwarded to the 
Bureau, 

«r It is suggested that the Bureau, in order to make this 

album more complete, might wish to include the photographs 
of the escaping prisoners, and in view of our desire to 
expedite the transmittal of this volume to the Bureau, no 
photographs were obtained at the Island since copies were not 
readily available. 


We would appreciate the Bureau sending us a photograph 
of each of the prisoners involved so that f w e - c an - in c lud e 
in our album. 

The different type of cover for thj 
because no others were available of the ijype 
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- ' Sheriff BAS OLD U IXtRY, fainrlrr, Okleh«e,. e*U*d 
this ©fflee end idvUid he had nbtioed In the newspaper* M j, •• *f ; ^ ^V; 
aoo aunt if en At tempted eseep* free the Federal P eait ent isrynt l' - ; :'■> 

Alee tree Island* Be stated that DAL^TASFHIL 

>nd TERLI*. who erob^l eTS(U|MMM^MBB||^MM|» y Sp,*£f 

it i« mi jm. 


This laforaetloo Is famished to you as hewing a posslbXa 
«nrl>, m tha lnvuaUgaUan praaautly being aada ***** 
of the ettanpted eaoape* I* i« poaaible that theae two lndlTiduele. 

'■ ':,•; oloitod their brother at the penitentiary fripr .to^ . att^optad -.-• 

f wuS-^st 

!' * ■$:■> ■ t. tha Shariff adwiaed ha believed ha eould aeoure thelg 

:■, oddraaa in San Franoleoo, California, if tha edne would bf.Wftj JiN^.v 

f value j that tha father af tfcaaa baya la a roapeoted aitlaan and 

' l • . *• « -r>-r for th ' 8 « t * r * i £.. . 


; r Burses 
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February S, 1939 


Special Agent in Charge 
Sen Trend aco, CtHfonla 


Dear Sir* . •• ‘ -* ‘ ‘ . ;'Vv" 

iv Reference is eeda to artlel as appearing la various 

/ newspapers throughout the ©o untry containing Information furnished 
by ose P. a former i ratal e of Aleetres, Two copies of an 

v artlole which appeared la the ^hlcego Herald and Txy lner o® . * 

y^) L/ January 15, 1959, art transmitted herewith. , . 

The Bureau dealrea that you aete the entente of this 
Y article which undoubtedly was published also In San Francisco 
Vs'\S pa pars and which acntalna information to the effect that nweroaa 
\ heck saw blades are a'lagodly In the possession of convicts in the 
United States Penitentiary at Alcatraz Island; that guards eon* 

^ slater tly end regularly eleep on duty; that they drink on oeoaslone, 
, - ; et cetera, v . - . • 

The fcreau believes It desirable that hr. Reed be 
j \ ^'"interviewed and in this connection It Is requested that you escer- 
^ tain his present thereabouts end* If In your district, eonduot the 

v ^ necessary interview. If in another^ field dlvlelon, you should ^ 

> N furnish the necessary background to the Special Agent In Chars* 

\ ~end request that ths Interview be eondueted and tba Bureau promptly 

N idfiiid. 


o ^ K* 


advised. 


I Mr. t. A- Timm . 
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Alcatraz prison 

FUL L OF S AWS 

Convicts Outwit Electric Eye for 
Detecting Metals, Heed Reveals 

While prison authorities sought solution of how • Arthur 
("Doc”) Barker of Chicago, former Public Enemy No, 1 , and 
four other convicts were able to saw their way out of Alca - 
traz cells, P. F. Reed, former convict, declares that despite 
all precautions dozens of saws are circulating among the 
prison colony . 

Barker was slain in his attempt to escape, but only after 
he was clear of the cell block. This article, first of two by 
the author of ”Murder on Alcatraz,” who spent four years 
on the island, again lifts the fid. 

BY P. F. REED. 

EpecUl to The Herald and Examiner. 

, {Copyright, 191ft, hy Beorit reblleetkwx, be. - -> > 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14.— The electric stool pigeo] 
you have heard so much about are a long way from f< 
proof. 

And Uncle Sam, who spent plenty of money to make 
the Rock briar proof, economized on hack saw blades. 

That is the reason Arthur (“Doc”pBarker of Chicago, 1 
one of the worst troublemakers and*agICators they’ve ever! 
had out on the Rock, i^dead and the bars on five cell 
doors will have to beJitfced. q ^ 

Barker, “Cjisey” Young, Rufus McCain, Rale Stamp- 
hill and Bill Martin sawed their way out of their cells— 
or had the sawing done for them— with blades that have 
been floating around the ‘‘stir” for more than two years. 

I was working in the butcher shop about June, 1936, 
when a guard-mechanic came in to fix a compressor ttiat 
broke down and flooded the joint. ' ■ ' • 

He was a loud-mouthea, loose-lipped scre^.^A.fcM 
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Mr. Tracy -~... 
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‘good ' anfl' he 'bought aorae 6t 
& qwn. Then he lost thLm. T 
The loss was never reported fce- 
ause he was Afraid of what wduld 1 
appen. And he never located , 
hem. They’ve been circulating 
rvfe since. There’s a hundred 
Places around the cell-house, par- 
' leularly in the kitchen basement, 
' 7 here they could have been 
slanted. 

It would be a simple matter to 
*et the blades into the cell block 
rom the kitchen. How? Simply 
>y plastering them to the recessed 
jottom of the slop cans which 
equently pass from the kitchen 
into the cell block. Even sand- 
wiches have been brought in that 
way. 

Belts Offer Easy 
Hiding Plate , 

Any of the kitchen help or tf?e , 
'.ellhouse runners who have access 
o' the cell block after 8:30 In the] 
.npming could have carried the 
blades In. The kitchen help are 
allowed to wear belts, and it would 
be easy for them to slip the top 
of their pants, stick in a couple of , 
olades and cinch their belts up 
Ught. 

When they go through the door, 
they get only a rough fan. Tor 
that matter, the blades could have 
been carried in inside their shoe 
soles. Blit the seam of a sewn 
shoe sole and slip a blade Into the 
leather— as simple as that. , 
.The blades could have been car- 
ried indefinitely without serious 
danger. In the first place there 
idh’t a mechanical atool pigeon 


»I bet Alley T. Anderson one sane 

he couldn’t cany metal through *"* ***#• ♦!???,.. 1 

one of them and Jt>e won. He car- *n*e blkdea and the bars wouxij 
rietf a naif-inch steel bar abdut i have been a mark for any con to 
a foot long through the gadget 1 *he place. But the real question 
and it didn’t let out a chirp. An- > how they got the bars saw^d 
other time a mechanic twice without being seen or heard hy 
packed a crescent wrench through the cell-block guards, 
two stool pigeons, and the ma- I can figure only one answer 
chines didn’t turn a whisker. 1 to that one. The screws went to 


chines didn’t turn a whisker. 1 to that one. The screws went to 

Saws Held Capable rS'ere ut *iw» two <a them 

. _ ... _ on duty on the catwalks at the 

of Cutting Bars ends of the cell block, day and 

As tor the «U snd window tan 

P«ed to mftke the rounds of the 
Hot every hour ' A Ueuten- 

«« Sfi *i 1 d«w v »T«”t ‘SSS s* *{£££*,, 

assignment. I was parked in the „ ** Zu.W 

center block and after a short 1 t J* JJJJJ Jftwaik JUi unleE 

residence discovered one of ,the dm'twant 

bars sawed through a quarter of ^Khavea Lu tlew rttK 
the way. I squawked for a cell ~£Y e walls a re aT bare as 

change pronto. I had no dosire I w* ’Sf'dav 

to, be present when the thing was * 

discovered. .‘in *»th ends and down the “T 

•Another sample that didn’t get co £v dor ?' „ m 

publicity showed up in the hos- JJS ^ r 2£e 

p;tal late in 1937. Somebody sawed Wfl ! k rt . d ^ d « JJJLT? 1 1? 
his way through a window bar. It 
was prepared for six months be- 3? d 

fore they hauled in a welding out- 8 u* T j?!f JjlL M^f^nronTy^d 

fit and fixed It up. Then ft wasn't There he &t w^ his fcet propp«l 
discovered. An old con, whom I “P on toe «*" ot th ” 
understand was later transferred M m 

to Springfield, put the finger on «**£££ %TjgSlS 

.'They never did explain where 2S.h*S' m^th*^ 


S- wlth h^ mouth ^n. 
hut they were floating til over the ® ttab 

3otot - * way to take a bath. 

Qlllpf.n PRR nf Wnrk Anothtr time, twenty-five or 

heweiness or n ort C thirty ta the kitchen saw a 


between the kitchen and the cell 

block. But even if there had Men, 
: It would have been safe enough. * 


'tHAowtco o o. rrv,a thlrty the kitchen saw a 

C/lllpd it HfuRtprV 1 1 Kxew in the tower snoring away. 
isfiuea a mystery Xhey could Iook through the 

.When the stir wer.t up over kitchen window and see him w^h 
there, they talked a lot pbout how, j^is head tilted back next to the 
tit ban would resist Any ha A- telephone so ’ he 5 
aaw blades. If that’s the case, bell if It rahg. ‘ ‘XiOj 

why .#re they v so worried *J*Ot that hkpqenod 










SAC, S an Francisco 


as; aethtjh s. Man at 


lot Angeles 

4-3-39 


/ ■-- ‘.v • ' -1 l 

J^fl^^Falso mentioned that on previous occasions while in San Tr*n- 
cis co ho Top ped at the Sew misow Hotel, which it a residential hotel war 
residence, hut on hie latt trip to San Francisco in February 1938 
BranStetop at this hotel. j 

luring the c onversation, w hecl^^BB** being questioned at to pot- 
•ible parties th * CMI ■•ntioned night contact in San 

Francisco, he advi^WS^UBS probably would visit in the vicinity of Ball 

9 . . . —A e Bn pan Itaner Ant y ]JQ 


ig element of San Francisco 


and iqns 'strata where th^ambUng element of San Francisco hang nut. and that 
tha only specific nams which he could recall as to individuals well ^in the 
-.bZ *5 mndnmorld ctrolw na» a KCS C0KS4BTOT, who. b« «UUd to bad Mt 
•e«n for the past eight or nine years. He alto mentioned the name of BILL U08S 
and the HC DOIOTQK brothers, bail bond brokers. In this connection he eta tod 
that hit San Francisco contacts were rather limited because of the long period 
of time he had been absent from San Francisco and the infrequency of his visits 
there. 

poring tha oast two ye ars advised, he had resided at 

Btu moved from there to the 

_*o weera ago, inasmuch as to much pressure had been pla 

eently in Los Angelas, he having been arrested twice within the past tir weeks. 


Agent Hi e ret, under the 
contacted 


pretext at used in the interview with 


rr.rif i 




bad resided on tho second 


or the past two years until recently, and that the only time 
she knew of his being away from Lot Angeles was about a year a^^e^e drove 
hit father to San Francisco, and also in about July 1938 when ■■IV 00 * * 
week 1 svtcetion and went to Reno, ffrrada. She further advised that from time to 
would have numerous people at hit apartment but they were almys • . 
ver^quiet^nd tho never became acquainted with Boy ef them. 

mmmmmiBO stat ed that the a partment originally was rented by 
4 woman who gave her n^asHHHHHB^nd that after being in the apart- lie. 
■ftnt a very short tims§l|^Kovenn^She tUtsd ths did not believe this was 
rnmMam prif # but inSRucTTs they wars good tenants and always paid their rent 
B™fd not make any noise, the had never inquired int^hsi^ersonal lives, and 
it was her understanding that a fe w weeks ago this flHHHp wh0 represented ^ 7 ^ 
herself to be the wife of|^HB was supposed to have gone to Chicago. 
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JAMES BENNETT, Director of Bureau of Prisons*, 
reoueste^onfidential investigation of one .... 

employed as prison guard at 
jSeatraz^particulaxly as to hie activities 
during Dec. 1938 and Jan. 1939 when he sas on 
annual leave. Information developed at San 




Francisco ref! 
HENNEFT 
SFPD _ 

oho knoi 

leased from 




L-"- 

DETAILS: 


name fural s habby Director 
r obably 

ry O ff 

reveals he was recently re- 
state Prison and last heard 
of at Los Angeles. PAT SULLIVAN reported to 
be conducting rooming houses Mission District, 
Sen Francisco, father of HARRil SULLIVAN, now 
serving sentence at Alcatraz as #198. No 
further information obtained "from prison 
authorities at Alcatraz. " •*- . 'y- 


wc 
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This is a joint report of Special Agent A. S. FASLAND 
and reporting Agent. 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, ‘pALIFOHNtA^:^ - * * :?/* 'V,^ A ’p. •’ 

This investigation is predicated upon an oral request V 
made hy JAMES BENNETT, Director of the Bureau of Prisons, during 

f. “Tvt 

■ fee, ' 'I 




IHCWIMUT 


9 DO HOT WlirrE IN THO* SPACES 


*7^4- W ys' ±$ *L 


FEB 51 0 


fc Or THIS REPORT 


5 - Buresu v „cfBO <TlD 


■We 


*-•« - ^ 



Kb. 8 - kji 






. 


c 


( ) 


Mr. HEKHKITr re< 

And 

’or the purposd bt as. 

PONTAINE, Alcatraz 53, 




>sted tha t 

h^discreeti^iiSe^ieweA '•.“T'^r-' A 
ag them Aether they had heard from HAROLD 
without asking them, anleaa nscessaiy, irhether i 




rif. 

^autho 


they had received ; any «ail from HAROLD and when/ and agal/itated 
that ,-lf they had heard from him in the past IS months, the lett 
they received were •hited'J^fr^^^Err also requested that If 

} loc f ted t to ask had been in St* Louis and *h£r* 
was located. He ITaTOT JUreSHE told him plainly he believed prison 
torities were holding out on his mail* : •. c : v-.-rV • 

With regard to the above request, no leads are ^ O' ‘ 
being set out at this time, unless instructed to the contrary by 
the Bureau, in view of the fact that the investigation has dieclowed 
that Mr. BENNBTT^S source of information probably was unreliable. 
t Further, it is not believed that a general investigation looking Xo r ^ 
possible mail-kiting activities of any of the prison personnel < V 
would be of particular value in this investigation* ;.. -x .. 

Mr. BENKEl-r stated a former inmate* s HHHV h lcs 

address not given (inmate being named LOOMIS) had receive^^ayoff^ — 

for some favor extended end had written a letter to AL CAPONE, be- 
lieving it came from him, thanking him for the money, llr. BENNETT 
stated this letter received wee a "kite*. 

Mr. BENNETO further stated the records reflect 
ALJltED M. LOOMIS was transferred from Alcatraz December 2 , 1935 to ,.v / 
Leavenworth; that hie minimum discharge date was December 14, 1935 \ 

and that he has since been involved in further trouble and is now 
reported to be an inmate at the Polsco State Prison, Repreea, Calif/* 

He requ^te^that the records of that pr ison be that L 7 c^ 

L00MrS, ^HBp addre8s ** obtained * be interviewed* 

This lead will likewise not be covered, unless VN? . 

instructed by the Bureau to the contrary, for the same reasons as set 
out hereinabove* . V. :,/• 

- - . 4- ■ • - . v . ? r'; * . \ *' *'**■ ft 

Director BQJM^furtherstated tha t V :L; 

hav^a^ealings with Guard ■■■■■Ft o contact 

while he was~ln prison* The records reflect that OTX 
RYAN has since been transferred to the Prison for Defective Delinquents 
located at Springfield, Missouri. :>J. . V, . « /■ -v.-. . \>.y x ; . 

request was made by 

whether vho 

— a post office box in th^Poe^Dffic^a^Sa^PrancSco, 
oly Oakland, although he said nothing about Oakland. 


3 - 


1 8° 

n' 
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& At Alcetraz the records reflect HARKY SULLIVAN, AZ 

% 198, is now serving a sentence of 25 years on a charge of robbery of 

U, S. Malle with firearms, heving been sentenced to 25 years on * 
January 19, 1929 from the Northern District of California at San 
Francisco; he was received at Alcatraz from Leavenworth on September 4* 
1934; for infraction of prison regulations he forfeited 3, COO days 
good time due him on November 3, 1930. The records reflect his mini- 
mum d^te for discharge as November 1, 1945* end the maximum date as 
January 27, 1954. Eis record for visitors reflects he is visited by 
his mother or father practically every month; that Mrs. P. J. SULLI- 
VAN, who gives as addressee .299 Dolores Street and 890 Hayes Street, 
both San Francisco, visited him on October 18, 1938 and December 15, 
1938. No other dates were given for her visits hut the records re- ; 
fleet that either the mother or the father visit him once a month. 

p. J* SULLIVAN, who gives his addresses as 85 4th J 
Street and 936 Mission Street, both San Francisco, visited him ;.f 
September 15, 1938, November 15, i938, end January 19, 1939. 



\ 




a^pn^o^tnese 


Offi 
not _ 
Ferry 


Agents loa de discreet Inquiries at the Post 
Inspectors’ Office to ascertain whether or 
'had a box at the Main Post Office, the 
rJ or in the Customa House; also in Oakland', 
with negative results* It was ascertained that 
Loes not receive mail through General Delivery : ; 
offices. These inqurifta were m ade in view of 
the" fact th at inf ormation furnished Mr. BENNETT was to the 
effect thatBBV was possibly "kiting* letters out of the 
penitentiai^ana bringing *kites* Into Alcatraz. . v ^,v. 

While at Alcatraz on other official natter. 
Agent A. E. FAKLAND made inquiries of Warden J. A* JOHNSTON 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not there were any 
new developments in the investigation being conducted ** 
connection with the escape of BARKER, ETAL, and Warden JOHNSTON 
advised there were none. On January 31et reporting agent again 
contacted Warden JOHNSTDNr elative to any new developments and 
the Warden again advised he was not in possession of any 
additional infomatlon. - 

“Pendingjflfi^ljgtof information from the - 
Loe Angeles office es toMHBP no further investigation 
is being conducted by tbe San rrencisco office. 


hie/ 


v >* ■' 

i . . 


— ^7o- 


DNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE ; 

Will expedite investigation relating to a 
discreet < .outr e concerning tb e activities during December end 

Jenuery lest aB «^ estea ln S “ 

Francisco letter dated January 23 , 1939 * 
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Ifcderaf Surratt of Investigation 
United states department of Justice 

Sea Francisco, California 
February 4# 1939 


PERSONAL AND GONE 



AL 


Director, 

Federal Bureau pt Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: RE: ARTHUR E. ^ARRER alias. DOC (Deceased); 

c DALi^AMPHILL ft EUFUS^IcCAIN, HENRY 
YOUNG, WILLIAMTiARTIN. ESCAPED 
FEDERAL PRISONERS 


Mr. T<aJ«i>n ... 

Mr. Krthan 
Mr. E. A. T«v>n. . 
Mr. Clrjyjf... 

Mr. Or«y 
Mr. Crowl ... 


:*fr, Kfaa f 

Mr. Fojr»- — h 

Mr. Glav'n 

Mr. 

Mr. Lw'« 

Mr. Mflsttrf 


Mr. Nicb« 1« 


Mr. Qu ; n- laratn — 

Mr. Tr»"> 

MiM G»ndy 


Reference is made to the report of Special 
Agent J. H. RICE, San Francisco, dated February 4* 1939, and to 
Los Angeles letter to this office dated January 28, 1939* 


Pursuant to the/request of the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons, Mr. JamesABennett, investigation based 
upon infowiation that he' had received from a/yonf Idetn tial . . ln- _ 
formant was conducted as set out in reference report and letter. 


V 


Mr. Bennett did not desire to disclose the 
identity of his informant, unless it was absolutely necessary; 
he did state, however, that if it was absolutely necessary the 
name of the informant be known, he had instructed Warden J. A. 
fJohnston at Alcatraz to furnish that information to us. The in- 
vestigation as conducted by us discloses the probability that his 


L 


J 


informant is unreliable. * 

The requests to check out the possible mail 
"kiting" activities of prison employees were not deemed of import^ 
to this case, and it appeared to us we would just be running out ’ 
a prison problem which, at this ti#e, would have no particular J 
connection with the investigation as it has developed. We also 
feel that no further action should be taken with regard to running 
out a number of leads looking to possible outside connections of 
BARKER, as suggested by the Director of Prisons, because we would 
be doing extensive investigation of matters unrelated to the parti- 
cular inquiry being made as to the Barker escape. We too are still 
not receiving the full confidence of the Warden because we have 




copras destrovw 
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Director 

P & C re ARTHUR E. BARKER ETAL 


(f 


O 


February 4, 1939 


several times asked him whether or not there have been any new 
developments and he has stated there have beenmne; however we 
do know from confidential sources that during a check-up and shake- 
down which has been going on since the escape, the prison officials 
found five bars in the hospital which had been sawed. It seems to 
us that if the proper spirit was being displayed by the Warden 
he would tell us of these things, and I do not see whjft we should 
conduct a general survey of possible outside leaks on Alcatraz 
for the Bureau of Prisons, with the display they have glveiTo? 
holding out on us. 


I am sure you will agree with us that if we are 
to make a complete investigation we will have to have all the 
facts and know everything that is going on, and the matter of 
discretion as to what is and is not important should be left to 
us as investigators, and not to the Warden as his desires dictate. 
We, therefore, are not conducting any further investigation with 
reference to the phase of inquiry requested by the Director of 
Prisons, other than the lead set out for the Los Angeles Office in 
report of reference. 

The matters concerning the requests of the 
Director of Prisons have been included in reference report, and a 
separate report is being submitted, copies of which will necessarily 
go to the United States Attorney, on other investigative matters, 
including the coroner’s verdict on Barker’s death, and pertinent 
details which will affect his decision on prosecution. 


NJLP:MLA 

76-347 


Very truly yours, 



/. fr. l. piep^S 

Special] Agent in Charge 
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Vardem F* A^Fohmetom* 

0* 8. FaaltentUry, . yV;-V • '* ;• ; V ...- i 

Aloe tree, Callforeie " 

Dear Wardeaj AJTt X*. 0, Bille _ . 4 

•V/i ■ •■■- “ 

Beferettoe U ftade to latter data* *f 

February 7, 1939* *i«aed by L. 0, Kille, CWUfc. j, 
Clerk, relocating three photostat lo eoplaa ofV^^ 
deolaratloa aha at elgaed by ARTHUR IjOaAMHU^fg 

•s. + * , ‘\r l 1 ,, L v t"* ^ v 

Flaaae be adeiaed that X have bed .■;;=■* cr 
photostatic copies eads of this aheet aad the. -~.~ 
original together with the copied ere forwarded 
herewith to yotu . - .. . .»«- 


JT3 Ul , 
** Sq ' 

0 og 



7*~ 

0 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No- i 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


SAN FRANCISCO 


'4. A .-J 


m^HQ. 76^347^,1^7 


REPORT MADE AT 


SAN JBANCISCQ 


DATE WHEN MADE 


3/21/39 


3/7/39 


RKPOJVT MADE BY 


. ... 

■ JU E. 'FAHLAND- ^ V -V 


ARTHUR E. BARKER alias (Deceased), 

DALE^AMPHILL, KOFUS^cGAlN, ■. . • P 

^TLLIAiAiARTIN - 




ctuMctn or care * * %*: .V '4 *- ' t. ^ 

..... 

'^CAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS y. 
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REFERENCE: 


Final medical report of death of ARTHUR BARKER 
Alcatraz Number 268 furnished by ROMNEY M. RITCHIE, 
Chief Medical Officer Alcatraz which reflects subject 
BARKER died at 5. 40 P.M. 1/13/39* Copy of Coroner**^ 
report obtained. U.S.Attomey, San Francisco advises 
prosecution in this case held in abeyance. 
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Report of Special Agent in Charge 
N, I* L» PIEPER, San Francisco, 
California, 1/17/39* 


■ AT ALCATRAZ* PENITENTIARY. 
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DETAILS: . 

x ' ' 

DR. ROMNEY 14. RITCHIE, Surgeon, Chief Medical Officer, Alcatraz 
Prison, was interviewed and a request was made for his final report on the death N 
of ARTHUR E* BARKER Number 268, Alcatraz Penitentiary. 

DR. RITCHIE furnished a memorandum to the Warden dated l/H/39 
which he signed and this is quoted as follows: 
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’'United States Public Health Service, 

U. S. Penitentiary, Alcatraz, California. 
January 14, 1939* - \ -&«.* - y 



IKCUL A «WT 


lAIE* or THIS REPO AT 

i5-Bureau 
1-St. Paul 
l-0klahoma City 
1-Chicago 
1 -Seattle ;V', v 

l-U.S.A. San Francisco r " 

3 > San Franc 1 ce» — 
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MBiORANDOM TO THE WARDEN* . \ ; -;T Vi ' ; < 

\ ' HE: ARTHUR BARKER, 268-A2.' 



This will inform you that above captioned inmate who came \\C"_ . 
to the hospital yesterday moraine with injuries mentioned in «. previous 
memorandum, showed a gradual loss of strength during the day and died 
at 5.4c PM last night* ; 


When first brought in he was greatly confused but partly 
conscious and complained of pain in the left leg, which was broken and of 
being cold. Later on during the morning he was restless in bed and would* 
rally to look around him but made no statement or gave any indication that 
he understood the situation more than to realize at times his own precarious 
physical condition. Everything possible was done to improve his condition 
and DR. E. M. TOWNSEND of the U.S.Marlne Hospital was called in consultation 
During the afternoon he became more restless end confused and was constantly 
rolling about in bed. His circulation became weaker more rapidly during 
the afternoon and his breathing more labored and it was realized that he 
probably would not survive the night. A spinel, puncture revealed a large 
amount of blood in the Spinel Fluid showing that there was bleeding into 
the cranial cavity resulting from a skull fracture. His condition showed 
little change after 3.00 P.M. until 5 . 30 P.M. when he became rapidly worse 
and in spite of stimulants died et 5.4C P.M. 

Cause of death: Fracture of skull. • ^ * 

Respectfully, 


ROMNEf M* PJTCEEX, Surgeon 
Chief Medical Officer* 


This memorandum is being retained in the files of the San jt:-' 
Francisco Field Office. ' 


At the Coroner’s Office, copy of the findings of the Coroner’s 
Inquest, dated I/ 24/39 was obtained which furnishes findings of the ■ 
Coroner’s Jury and also gives the names of the Coroner’s Jurors. The 
original of the same is being retained in the files of this office: 


I 



(f 


( J 


«CITY AND COUNT! OF SIN MM CISCO, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


INQUISITION taken at Coroner's Court cm tlie 24th day of January* 
1939, before THOS, B» W. LEL&ND, M.D. Coroner of said City and County, / 
upon the oath of 8 qualified jurors who, being duly summoned end sworn ' 7 
to inquire into all the circumstances attending the death of ARTHUR 
BARKER and by whom the aame was produced, and in what manner and when 
and where the aald deceased ceme to his death, do say upon their oaths 
aforesaid: 


That the said ARTHUR BARKER, male, white, single, about 39 years 
old, oc citation, laborer, nativity, unknown, residence, Alcatraz Island, 
came to his death on January 13, 1939, on Alcatraz Island, from shock 
ana hemorrhage following gunshot wounds of head and thigh (left), : • 
specimens to toxicologist; negative for alcohol. Specimens to patholo- 
gist: Gunshot wound of the head with contusion of the brain and brain 
hemorrhage, treunatic, 

\\ / - • • -- ■■ ‘ 

1 And we further find: 

that the said ARTHUR BARKER met his death attempting to escape 
from Alcatraz Prison from gunshot wounds inflicted by guards unknown. 

From the evidence at hand, we, the jury, believe thle escape was made 
possible by the failure of the aystem for guarding prisoners now in use 
at Alcatraz Prison end we recommend a drastic improvement by those in 
authority. Further, that a more efficient system be adopted for 
illumination of shores end waters imnedietely surrounding the prison; that 
the citzens of San Franciaco unite in an effort to have a more suitable . 
location for imprisonment of the type of desperados at present housed at 
Alcatraz, ^ 

IN WITNESS KEREOF the said Coroner and the Jurors aforesaid have to this 
Inquisition set their hands and seals on the date thereof,' 


a/s - R. WILLIAMSON 

J, E* BUTTERFIELD 

J. C, CAIN 
S. S’ I FILER 

A. W. LUNDS TROM 

K. D. WEBSTER 
GEO. C. COHY, 


a/a CHAS J. McKEON - Foreman 


Approved - IHOS. B. W. LELAND, M.D 
CORONER," 
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This matter was presented to the U*S*Attorney FRANK I. 

EEfNES S3T, for iiie purpose of ascertaining whether or not he eon-- ^ ; v 
templeted prosecution of the other subjects in this ease* l£H f - v ‘y 
HENNESSY advised that he had taken the matter up with the Attorney ‘ 
General’s Office and that he' had received a reply to hold prosecution 
in this eese in abeyance. . f - V * ** \ ; ' £.* 

•• *'*• »v* ' A’ J'-'A,:- *-v> ' v ‘ 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD OEFICE Will, keep in ccntect with 
the U*S ♦Attorney’s Office and if prosecution is authorized e report 
will be submitted furnishing the results of prosecution* 


, PENDING 
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3te2k?ral Surratt of Inurstigation 
Uni tell States 0ppartmrnt of luBtire 
3&ast?i ngton, ®. C. 

February 4, 1939 


MEMORANDUM 
RE: ALCATRAZ ESCAPE 


On January 13, 1939, at 8:00 AM, Special Agent in Charge 
N. J. L. Pieper of the San Francisco Office telephonically communicated 
with Mr. E. A. Tamm stating five prisoners who had been missing from 
the prison at Alcatraz had been located on the beach on the island having 
been successful in getting outside the confines of the Penitentiary# 
Approximately one hour later, Mr. Pieper called the Bureau furnishing 
information indicating that all five escapees had been returned to the 
prison#. He named the five individuals who attemp^d to escape as being 
Arthurbarker, Dave^tamphill, Rufus U Hc_Cain, Henry Young, and Rilliam 
0 MaftTiT’C colored) . At 'that time Mr. Pieper declared that Arthur Barker 
aricTDave Stamphill had been wounded but from the information obtained 
it was his understanding the other three prisoners were all right. 

At 10:00 AM on January 13, 1939, Mr. Bennett, Director of the 
Bureau of Prisons, called Mr. Foxworth at the Bureau advising of the 
attempt which five prisoners made to escape from Alcatraz that morning. 

Mr. Bennett further advised that the Warden of the Penitentiary had 
notified the San Francisco Office of the FBI requesting their coopera- 
tion in the investigation. He likewise indicated that he might, have to 
go to San Francisco himself concerning this matter# Mr. Bennett in 
addition furnished a copy of a news release which he had furnished to 
representatives of the press. 

At approximately noon on January 13, 1939, the Director tele- 
phoned Special Agent in Charge Pieper at San Francisco informing him 
that the Department wants a thorough investigation made of this matter and 
instructed Special Agent in Charge Pieper to call him directly as soon as- 
he received any comprehensive information. At that time, Mr. Pieper 
informed he had already sent two Agents to Alcatraz and he himself was 
proceeding to that point within a short while. 

On the basis of information telephonically communicated to 
the Director from Mr. Pieper, the following data 
attempted escape are set forth: 
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There are three' prison count checks made during the night 
at Alcatraz, the first at midnight, the second at 3*00 AM and the third 
at 6;00 AM, On the morning of January 13, 1939, the 3:00 AM count was 
made and everybody was accounted for* At approximately 3*35 AM, however* 
one man was missing from the ”P n cell block which iP the isolation ward I 
where the five men who attempted to escape were located. The prison \ 
guard immediately notified the prison administration as per instructions 
without waiting to see if any more prisoners were missing. At 3*42 AM, 
an actual count of the tier was made and i^^found that five men were 
missing. At 4:01 AM the general alarm whistle blew and the San Francisco 
Office of the Bureau was notified as were other law enforcement agencies : 
in San Francisco. At 4:10 AM Barker and Stamphill were sighted on the 
shore at Alcatraz and by 4*30 AM all Of the remaining prisoners who 
attempted to escape were sighted. At 5:18 AM Barker was sent to the 
hospital at Alcatraz and at 5*21 AM Stamphill was similarly confined. 

At 5:36 all five of the prisoners had been returned to the prison and 
at 6:00 AM the count showed all prisoners accounted for. 

Each of the prisoners had been confined in separate cells and 
it was later discovered two of the bars on the door had been sawed and 
filed smooth. Each prisoner escaped through his own cell door and crossed 
the corridor of the cell block to the window on the outside wall where a 
bar had been broken loose and an outside window with steel framing had 
been cut out. It was by this means that the prisoners reached the outside. 
One of the prisoners who attempted to escape and was subsequently saved 
from drowning, William Martin, informed that each of the five prisoners 
had worked on the bars in his respective cell and the window during night 
and day. It was likewise learned that the escape was planned by Barker 
and had been ready for at least a month and their only reason for waiting 
was for the right foggy night. The cell bars had been covered from time 
to time by paint mixed with floor wax instead of putty which is the usual 
practice in such attempts as this. When the sawing of the bars was com- 
pleted, the blades were thrown into the lavatories so that any search of 
the cells would not disclose the blades. The heavy bar on the inside of 
the outside wall window is made of steel and could not be cut, in view 
of which the prisoners pried it loose with an instrument they had made, 
known as a screw-jack. The use of this screw-jack caused a tension 
which snapped the bars several times. It was determined that the saws 
and screw-jack were smuggled into the isolation ward many weeks ago by 
Stamphill who later committed a violation of the rules as a result of 
which he, too, was placed in the isolation ward into which he had already 
smuggled the tools to be used in effecting the escape. The saw blades 
went through prison inspection in view of the fact that they were glued 
into musical instruments believed to be mouth harps. 
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It was the plan of the five prisoners to get away on a raft 
which they had crudely made from lumber and driftwood readily obtain- 
able upon the shores of Alcatraz Island, The raft was tied together 
with sheets torn in strips. 

Barker and Stamphill were sighted first and refused all 
orders to halt, upon which they were immediately fired upon, McCain 
and Young were apprehended without injury and Martin was pulled out 
of the water at a point very near to that point of the island which 
is nearest to San Francisco. Barker died on the evening of January 13, 
1939. Stamphill was wounded on the outer part of the upper thigh with 
another wound a little lower down on the internal surface of the thigh 
and another wound still lower on the external side of the right leg 
above the ankle. It was learned that after. he was apprehended Barker 
exclaimed to one of the guards, "I am crazy as helll I should never 
have tried it!" 


It has been learned from information received, a similar 
break had been planned by the prisoners detailed to the kitchen of 
Alcatraz prison, and in connection with this planned escape, it was 
the intention of the prisoners to seize some of the women and children 
at the island. The Special Agent in Charge of the San Francisco Office 
was immediately instructed to advise Warden Johnston of the information 
in the possession of the Bureau indicating there are numerous knives 
in the possession of the prisoners in the cells at Alcatraz and also 
the proposed break to be made by the kitchen crew. Lie;,, 



stated tha^xh^^^^Bc^isavl^T^^potand that some weeks ago 
he made a report on this situation setting out the fact that he could 
not see the guard on the gun gallery and that the man on the gun gallery 
could not see him. If this condition existed, it may offer an explana- 
tion to some extent as to why the prisoners were able to carry on the 
sawing of the bars in the windows without being noticed by the guards. 


In connection with the adminjlstration angles at the prison, 
it appears that the Deputy Warden, Mr.VUiller, has definitely not main- 
tained good relations with his subordinates and does not tell the Warden - 
of the Penitentiary all of the information which comes to his attention 
by reason of his position as Deputy Warden. It is understood that the 
guards have from time to time made reports on certain conditions but 
when furnished to Mr. Miller he has often taken them as personal criti- 
cisms which makes the guards appear foolish in performing their duties in 
front of the prisoners. He also indicated the "D" cell block, used for 
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isolation purposes is considered by many as an ideal place by reason 
of the ventilation and reading material. From the information developed, 
it would not appear that anyone connected with the prison administration 
at Alcatraz has been corrupt although there appears to be a question of 
persons in administrative position failing to properly handle the 
guards, resulting in a breakdown of morale. 

In his letter dated January 14# 1938, the Special Agent in 
Charge of the San Francisco Office furnished the Bureau with an album 
prepared of photographs taken subsequent to the attempted escape. Four 
sets of these photographs were made and forwarded to the San Francisco 
Office. 

In his conversation with the Director on January 14, 1939, 

Mr. Pieper stated the situation in the isolation section almost makes 
that section similar to a country club. It appears that the adminis- 
trative officers of the prison appear to bargain with the prisoners, 
allowing them to be in any cell they desire or next to anyone they wish 
just as long as they behave. Mr. Pieper further disclosed the kitchen 
was thoroughly searched but nothing of value was found, although a 
meter box saw was located in the paint shop, together with a putt y knife 
with a saw blade on one end of it. 


On January 16, 1939, the Director instructed the Special Agent 
in Charge at San Francisco to prepare two more volumes of the photographs 
as well as two more copies of the chart and forward them to the Bureau. 
Mr. Pieper stated that Agents Rice and Far land were continuing tneir 
investigation at the island. He likewise revealed that Mr. Bennett of 
the Bureau of prisons was there and desired to have Agent Farlana present 
on the following day when questions were being asked. Mr. Pieper advised 
both Mr. Bennett and Mr.jschilder are living on Alcatraz Island. 


Mr. piepg^^E^^^^^fprmed he had obtained a copy of the 
letter written by stating it was impossible to see the 
cells in Block "D" of the isolation section from the guard Btand, this 
letter being dated January 9, 1939* He further disclosed that several 
saw blades and another hand-jack* had been found in the isolation section 
although nothing has developed from the magnet search as the drains go 
down to the ocean at a steep angle. 
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* In his teletype dated January 17, 1939, the Special Agent in 

Charge of the San Francisco Office stated a report had been dictated 
and should be received at the Bureau by Thursday noon, January 19, 1939- 
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He indicated that no additional information had been developed 
although the inquiry with prison authorities was still proceeding. 
The prisoners interrogated have refused to make any statement to 
Director Bennett and the search for tools of escape has been 
negative although the search is being continued. Mr. Pieper 
concluded by stating his investigation is substantially complete. 

On January 13* 1939* upon receipt of the original 
information as to the attempted escape a memorandum was prepared 
outlining briefly the sentences in connection with which these 
five individuals were sentenced to the United States Penitentiary 
at Alcatraz Island. Also attached to this memorandum are 
photographs of the prisoners together with copies of their criminal 
records. 


On January 18, 1939, the Special Agent in Charge of the 
San Francisco Office telephonic ally communicated with the Director, 
at which time he stated that Mr. Bennett, Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons, had confidentia l information indicating that a guard by the /£. 
name 0 f ^ f± s possibly a contact man who worked between 
Doc Barker and somebody on the shore. Mr* Bennett requested the 
Bureau to ascertain whether or not there were any contacts made 
by this guard and whether or not he acted as a contact man between 
the inside of the prison and the outside. The source of Mr. 

Bennett's information is not available, although Mr. Bennett was 
in a conference ritb convicts in the hospital all day, January 18th. 

The Director instructed Mr. Pieper to proceed with this investigation, 
but effort should be made to obtain the source of Mr. Bennett's 
information. 


By letter dated January 16, 1939, the Special Agent in 
Charge of the San Francisco Office transmitted a personal and 
confidential letter to the Director, in which he outlined 
information developed as a result of the investigation conducted 
at Alcatraz subsequent to the escape. His letter was broken down 
into different divisions as mentioned herein. 


MORALE AT ALCATRAZ ISLAND 


n & 


In this connection HUi J^itterly accused the 
- Warden and Deputy harden of beTn^esoonsibie for the trouble, 
claiming that it is due to a lack of proper administration. 
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THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS 


b 

Information from flHHjHHV reve aled that the 
prisoners could "bargain" with the Deputy warden, who would make 
a deal with them to grant them certain wishes in return for their 
not causing any disturbances. In this connection it was also 
mentioned relative to the Cole-Roe escape by one of the guards, 
that the guard on duty in the model tower had his hand in a cast 
and it would have been impossible for him to shoot. 



WEAKNESSES IN P BLOCK ISOLATION 

Zander this section Mr. Pieper outlined a letter written 

on January 9, 1939, directed to the Warden, in which 
he subraSte^f or the letter's consideration three items which 1 “ 
deemed necessary to further the security of the institution. 
also pointed out that his duties on the west gun gallery are so 
explicit and confining and that the officer on duty has to do 
certain little things which allow the men in isolation to be 
utterly unobserved on occasions for possibly one and a half 
hours at a time. 




MEANS OF GETTING TOOLS INTO CELL BLOCKS 

With regard to this classification Mr. Pieper explained 
that tools of escape might be brought into cell blocks through the 
kitchen or kitchen basement, as there are a number of cell block 
orderlies working around in that area constantly. 

MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO MAKE ESCAPE TOOLS 

It is pointed out there is an unlimited source of material 
for escaoe tools, particularly in the various shops. As a result 
of the shakedown different saw blades and other tools of escape were 
located. 


ALARMS 

It appears that immediately following word of the escape 
‘the fire alarm was sounded in addition to the regular escape siren, 
which caused a number of the officials on the island to believe a 
fire was in progress. It was learned that three men obtained the 
fire truck, but when they reacted the canteen they were turned back, 
after being advised it was an escape rather than a fire. 
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WEAKNESSES STILL APPARENT 
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_ Advised that his information indicates that 
the prisoners in the'power house are getting ready to go, Mr. Pieper 
discloses that this rumble was picked up by Agent Earl and and 
himself several months ago. 


A copy of the above mentioned personal and confidential 
letter was sent to the Attorney General and to Honorable Joseph B. 
Keenan, The Assistant to the Attorney General. A copy was also 
transmitted to the Director of the Bureau of Prisoners, with the 
suggestion that the information contained therein relative to the 
identity of various employees be handled in a most discreet manner. 


The report of Special Agent in Charge Pieper, dated 
at San Francisco, California, January 17, 1939, was received at 
the Bureau on January 19, 1939. This report contains information 
secured as a result of signed statements furnished by various 
guards at the Penitentiary. A copy of this report was likewise 
furnished to the Director of the Bureau of Prisons. 


The San Francisco Office also furnished two additional 
alb ums containing various photographs showing different points 
of interest on the island. One of these albums was forwarded to 
the Attorney General. In the album retained at the Bureau, 
photographs of the five subjects were included on the last page. 
Copies of these photographs were also forwarded to the Sen Francisco 
Office, pursuant to the request received* from that Division. 

By personal and confidential letter dated January 26, 

1939 , the ban Francisco Office advise that contact had been had 
with Warden Johnston of the Penitentiary, who stated that there were 
no new developments. The Warden was specifically asked concerning 
new developments for the purpose of seeing whether or not he would 
reveal information relative to developments as a result of the 
shakedown which was still in progress at Alcatraz. It had been 
learned confidentially that during the check up theit had been 
going on during the escape, five bars in the Hospital were found to 
have been sawed. This information had reached the ban Francisco 
Office from various confidential sources, but the harden at the 
Penitentiary had not seen fit to furnish that information to the 
Agents, although he was not questioned point-blank concerning 
this discovery. It is further indicated that it is the general 
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opinion of the guards that nothing will come of the investigation 
made by Mr. Bennett, it being their opinion that the investigation 
is nothing more or less than a "white wash". 

jl Mr. Pieper also furnished a copy of an editorial from 
the pan Francisco Hew s, wherein a coroner’s jury urges the Government 
to fjlncL a "more suitable location" than Alcatraz Island to imprison 
its worst murderers, kidnapers, etc. 

In conclusion Mr. Pieper stated that the investigation 
conducted at the recui^^^^^^B^^^Bennett looking to the possible 
connection of Guard ll£S not materialized, and a 
report will be submiWec^^oor^s the Los Angeles Office has 
completed the investigation in its district. 

By letter dated January 26, 1939, the San Francisco 
Office furnished a letter and papers received from a Miss Frances 
Held of Apartment 311, 2709 West F ic° Street, Los Angeles, California. 
It is the opinion of the San Francisco Office that there is nothing 
in this letter to indicate that it came from an inmate at Alcatraz. 
Photostatic copies of the letter have been prepared and forwarded to 
the San Francisco and Los Angeles Field Divisions. 


By memorandum to the Director of the Bureau of Prisons, 
dated March 8 , 1939, the Bureau furnished a copy of the report of 
Special Agent J. H. Rice, dated at San Francisco, California, February 
4, 1939, containing information relative^aijj^^^^^tigation con- 
ducted concerning the activities of This particular 

investigation was conducted at the request bf Mr • James Y .■ Bennett, 
who had received information of a confidential nature from certain 
inmates of Alcatraz Prison. 
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Attached hereto is a memorandum which was origi- 
nally started immediately following the receipt of infor- 
mation indicating that an escape had been attempted at 
0 Alcatraz Prison. As additional information was received 
from time to time, it was recorded in this memorandum. 

Since this investigation has been practically completed, the 
need for the continuance of this memorandum no longer exists 
and consequently it is being included in the file. 
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RPK:MP March 29, 1939 

76-4175 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


During the investigation conducted by the San 
Francisco Office relative to the recent attempted escape 
from Alcatraz Penitentiary by Docf Barker and others, an 
Agent had occasion to review the findings of the Coroner’s 
Jury which investigated the death of Doc Barker. The 
following quotation taken from the report of the Coroner’s 
Jury dated January 24, 1939, is of interest: 


■And we further find: 

that the said ARTHUR?BARKER met hie deeth attempting 
to escape from Alcatraz Prison from gunshot wounds inflicted by 
guards unknown. From the evidence at hand, we, the jury, believe 
this escape was made possible by the failure of ’the system for 
guarding prisoners now in use at Alcatraz Prison and we recommend 
a drastic improvement by those in authority. Further, that a 
more efficient system be adopted for illumination of shores and 
waters immediately surrounding the prison; that the citizens of 
San Francisco unite in an effort to have a more suitable location 
for imprisonment of the type of desperados at present housed at 
Alcatraz I 

Respectfully , 


E. A. Tamm 
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^rhcntl Tiumtu nf ^ntastigainni 

JL js. JJcpcrimcui of Suaiirc 

San Francis co , California 
April 14, 1939 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 


Res ARTHUR E. BARKER, with aliases, 
et alj ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS • 


Dear Sirs I 

\ I am transmitting under separate cover aKieath ma s k 
of AHTHUR E. BARKER, with aliasest »]DpC"^ARKER, BOB (i> BARkER , 
CLAUD* DALE, which was made by PAUL CrGREEN, Technician an the 
staff of the Coroner for the City and County of San Francisco* 
This death mask was prepared on January 14, 1939, prior to the 
autopsy, And was made available through the courtesy of DR* 

T. B. w/lELAND, Coronetf, City and County of San FrandBCO. It 
is suggested that you may desire to address a cocjnuni cation to 
DR. LELAND and MR. GREEN, thanking them for giving this mask to 


It is interesting to note that the attempt to escape 
was made on "Friday the Thirteenth", the mortal wounds being in- 
flicted in the early morning hours of that day and BARKER dying 
at 5:40 P. M* on Friday the thirteenth* It occurred to me that 
you may desire to use this death mask in one of the exhibits at 
the Bureau* 

Very truly yours, 


IHR/ntfd 

76-347 


N. jVl. PIEFER f% 

Special Agent in Charge 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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ifvberal Surrau of Itiupsfigattott 
lUnitrb Stairs Srpariment of SuBtirr 
Iflaaffiiigton, S* C. 


76-4175-37 April B0 # 1939 


MEMORANDUM TOR UR* NATHAN 
Be: Death Mask of "Doe* Barker 



Mt. 

Mr- • 


Mr, Foirwort^ . ..... 

Mr. t';I"VU» 

Mr. li/.rbo 


"r. . , .Kil.t?JV...r 

r. bo!* 

:.:r. Q. lr.aTunr .. 

tiundy 


The San Francisco Division, tinder date of April 14, 
1939, transmitted to the Bureau a death mask, of "Doc** Barker* 
This vas made by Paul C* Green on the staff of the Coroner 9 * 
Office of the City and County of San Francisco on January 14, 
1939, following the autopsy after .Barker was caught attempting 
hi* escape* 


This Is a very good death mask* 1 am arranging for * 
a negative mould of the seme to be made at once in the Laboratory 
so that several copies can be made in moulage and can be used 
in the Director 9 s Office or wherever else it may be considered 
desired to exhibit* 

Ur* Pieper in transmitting this mask suggested a latter 
be addressed to Dr* Leland and Ur* Green thanking them for present- 
ing the mask to the Bureau* Such a letter is attached hereto 
subject to the Director*e approval* 


Enclosure 

* l 


Respectfully, 


saaoj 
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TTCCOTOfcO 76-417WFT 


April ftl, 1989 


Dr. f. B. V. Ulead 
OOfOMV 

8t& htnolMOi Oalifonli 


Hr Amt Ooranert c-V/i 

Hr. Piepor la oharge of the Baa IhMlMO 
Pitlalon of this Bureau haa forwarded to aa th* loath nook 
of Arthur X. Barker, with alleeea. X want to thank ro»>. 
for your k indue* a in Making thia era ilabla to tho Bureau* 

X aa aura it will aaka a valuable record la tha FBI, 

Iter X alao eoanaod tho excellent work of Mr* 
Paul 0. Orton of jrw toohnioal ataff aa refloated In tho 
preparation of thia aaak* 

Sincerely ran, 

7 J. kdgar Ho&vcf 
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